
February 18, 1899 SENATE .JOURNAJ,. 

It appearing that a quorum could not 
be obtained this morning, on motion of 
Senator Atlee the Senate adjourned until 
3 p. m. today. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjourn
ment. 

Lieutenant-Governor Browning in the 
<;hair. 

Roll called. No quorum. the following 
Senators answering to their names: 

Atlee. Kerr. 
Davidson. McGee. 
Dibrell. Miller. 
Goss. Odell. 
Greer. Potter. 
Grinnan. Sebastian. 
James. Terrell. 
Johnson. Wayland. 

Burns. 
Gough. 
Linn. 
Lloyd. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Patterson. 

Hanger. 

Absent. 

Ross. 
Stafford. 
Stone. 
Turney. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent-Excused. 

Lewis. 

Senator Miller moved to adjourn until 
Monday next, 10 a. m. 

J,ost by the following vote; 

Johnson. 
Miller. 

Atlee. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 

·Grinnan. 
James. 

Burns. 
Gough. 
Linn. 
Lloyd. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 

Hanger. 

Yeas-3. 

Sebastian. 

Nays-13. 

Kerr. 
McGee. 
Odell. 
Potter. 
Terrell. 
Wayland. 

Absent. 

Patterson. 
Ross. 
Stone. 
Turney. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent-Excused. 

Lewis. 

Renator James moved a call of the 
Senate, which was duly seconded and 
ordered. 

No quorum, the following Senators 
answering to their names: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
James. 
Johnson. 

Linn. 
Lloyd. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Patterson. 

Hanger. 

Kerr. 
~IcGee. 
~I ill er. 
Odell. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Terrell. 
\Yayland. 

Absent. 

Ross. 
Stone. 
'l'urnev. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent-Excused. 

Lewi;;. 

It appearing that no quorum could be 
had, Senator Miller moved that the Sen
ate adjourn until 9: 30 a. m. Monday. 

Senator James moved that the Senate 
adjourn until 10 a. m. tomorrow. 

The Senate refused to adjourn until 
!>:30 Monday, by the following vote: 

Johnson. 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Goss. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 

Dibrell. 
Linn. 
Lloyd. 
Morriss. 
Neal. 
Odell. 

Hanger. 

Yeas-2. 

Sebastian. 

Nays-14. 

James. 
Kerr. 
McGee. 
Miller. 
Stafford. 
Terrell. 
Wayland. 

Absent. 

Patterson. 
Potter. 
Ross. 
Turney. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent-Excused. 

Lewis. 

The Senate then adjourned until 10 a. 
m. tomorrow. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Saturday, Feb. 18, 1899. 
Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant-Governor Browning in the 

chair. 
Roll called. Quorum present, the fol

lowing Senators answering to their 
names: 
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Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
James. 
,Johnson. 
Kerr. 

Linn. 
Miller. 
Neal. 
Ross. 

Lloyd. 
McGee. 
Morriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Terrell. 
Wayland. 

Absent. 

Stone. 
Turney. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent-Excused. 
Hanger. Lewis. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Den
son. 

Pending the reading of the Journal of 
yesterday, . 

On motion of Senator McGee, the same 
was dispensed with. 

EXCUSED. 

On motion of Senator Sabastian, Lieu
tenant-Governor Browning was excused 
for non-attendance on Friday of last 
week, and Monday and Tuesday of this 
week, on account of sickness in his family. 

On motion of Senator McGee, Senator 
Miller was excused for today on account 
of important business. 

On motion of Senator Gough, Senator 
Linn was excused for Friday of last 
week and today, on account of important 
business. 

On motion of Senator James, Senator 
Morriss was excused for non-attendance 
on yesterday on account of important 
business. 

On motion of Senator 'lerrell, Senator 
Yett was excused for non-attendance on 
yesterday and today on account of sick
ness. 

On motion of Senator Greer, Senator 
Patterson was excused for non-attend
ance on yesterday on account of sickness. 

On motion of Senator Patterson, En
grossing Clerk Smith, was excused for 
yesterday and today on account of sick
ness in his family. 

On motion of Senator Johnson, Sen
ator Ross was excused for non-attend
ance on yesterday and for today on ac· 
count of sickness. 

On motion of Senator Wayland, Sen
ators Neal and Stone were excused for 
absence on yesterday and today on ac
count of important special committee 
duty. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

By Senator Potter : · 
Petition of citizens of Coleman county 

in regard to sale of school lands. 
Read, and referred to Committee on 

Public Lands. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 14, 1899. 

Hon. Jas. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
Sm: Your Judiciary Committee No. 

1, to whom was referred 
Substitute House Bill No. 265, being 

a bill to be entitled "An Act to amend 
Title Lii, Chapter 5, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of the, State of Texas, adopted 
in 1895, by adding thereto Article 2904a, 
and Article 2904b, and Article 2905a, 
providing for the appointment by the· 
Attorney-General of this State of a First 
Office Assistant Attorney-General, a sec
ond Office Assistant Attorney-General, 
and a third Office Assistant Attorney
General, and prescribing the duties and 
fixing the salaries of the same, and re
quiring said officers to execute a bond, 
and to amend Article 2905, of Title Lii, 
Chapter 5, of the Revised Civil Statutes 
of the State of Texas, adopted i·n 1895, 
and to declare an emergency," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to• report the 
same back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do not pass. 

ATLEE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 14, 1899. 

Hon. Jas. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
Sm: Youi· Judiciary Committee No. 

1, to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 30, being a bill to be 

entitled "An Act to define libel and priv
ileged communications and publications, 
and to more effectually secure the liberty 
of the press, and to prevent abuses in 
exercising such liberty of the press," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report the 
same back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that the accompanying com
mittee substitute bill in lieu thereof do 
pass. 

ATLEE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 14, 1899. 

Hon. Jas. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Judiciary Committee No. 

1, to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. llO, being a bill to be 
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entitled "An Act to authorize private 
corporations created, or that may be cre
ated, under the general laws of Texas, 
to ~xtend or renew their corporate ex
istence, where the same has expired or 
may be about to expire by lapse of time, 
and prescribing the conditions and mode 
of such extension or renewal," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report the 
same back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

ATLEE, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 13, 1899. 

Hon. Jas. N. Brownfog, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Educational 

Affairs, to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 145, being a bill to be 

entitled "An Act to provide for the es
tablishment, maintenance and govern
ment of a State Normal School, to be lo
cated at Denton, Texas, and to be known 
as the North Texas Normal School," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report the 
same back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

PATTERSON, Chairman Pro Tern. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 17, 1899. 

Hon. Ja,s. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Constitu

tional Amendments, to whom was refer
red 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4, 
being a resolution petitioning the Con
gress of the United States of America to 
call a convention proposing amendments 
to said constitution, 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report. the 
same back to the Senate with the rec
ommendation that it do pass. 

PATTERSON, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 18, 1899. 

Hon. Jas. N. Browning, President of .the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Internal Im

provements, to whom was rererred 
Substitute House Bill No. 125, being 

a bill to be entitled "An Act to authorize 
private corporations created, or that may 
be created, under the general laws of 
Texas, to extend or renew their corpor
ate existence, where the same has ex
pired, or may be about to expire by lapse 
of time. and prescribing the conditions 
and mode of such extension or renewal," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report the 
same back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

STAFFORD. Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 15, 1899. 

Hon. Jas. N. Browning, President of the 
ffonate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully• examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 78, being "An Act to 
validate Patent No. 146, Volume 15, is
sued to A. J. Gray to 426 acres of land 
in Comanche county, Texas," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
JAMES, Chairman. 

Conun_ittee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 18, 1899. 

Hon .• las. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate Substitute bill No. 72, being 
"An Act to incorporate the city of Aus
tin, to grant it a new charter, and to 
fix its boundaries," 

An,d find the same correctly engrossed. 
JAMES, Chairman. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

Austin, Texas, Feb. 17, 1899. 
To Hon. Jas. N. Browning, President of 

the Senate. 
SIR: The undersigned, the committee 

on the part of .the House to convey the 
invitation contained in the concurrent 
resolution passed by the Legislature on 
February 10, 1899, extending to Commo
dore John W. Phillip, of the U. S. Navy, 
Captain Sigsbee and the officers and non
commisioned officers and men of the U. S. 
battleship "Texas," a request to visit the 
capital and accept a public reception at 
the hands of the Legislature, beg to re
port that they prepared and sent to the 
distinguished officers and crew named an 
engrossed copy of said concurrent resolu
tion, together with an invitation in the 
name of the Legislature, signed by the 
members of the two committees ap
pointed by the Senate and House, which 
documents were delivered to the persons 
for whom they were intended by the cour
tesy of Hon. A. W. Fly, mayor of Galves
ton. 

In response thereto your committee 
have received and herewith transmit the 
replies of Commodore Phillip and Cap
tain Sigsbee, from which it will appear 
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that the act of the Legislature in extend
ing said invitation was duly and deeply 
appreciated, but that the same could not 
be accepted for the reasons stated in such 
replies, which are made part of this re
port. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DIBRELL, 
ODELL, 
ATLEE, 
TURNEY, 
TERRELL. 

Galveston, Texas, Fe~. 14, 1899. 

To the Committees of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the State 
of Temas. 

GENTLEMEN: I have received the copy 
of the concurrent resolution adopted by 
the Legislature, and, through you, its 
most cordial invitation to visit Austin 
the capital of this grand State. ' 

Nothing would give me greater pleas
ure than to go to Austin, but I am 
obliged to _ask you to accept my regrets, 
and for this reason: Through the kind
ness of the Honorable, the Secretary of 
the Navy, and his great admiration for 
the people of Texas, I was permitted to 
accept the warm-hearted invitation of 
the children of this noble State to visit 
Galveston for a specified object. The ob
ject of that visit will have been consum
mated on the 15th inst., and I think that 
I ought to return to my duty and station 
the next day. 

I fully appreciate the honor conferred 
upon me by the Legislature of Texas an 
honor next, if not equal, to any that 
could be bestowed by our national aov
ernment. This resolution more than° re
pays me tor anythi~g I may have imper
fectly tned to do m the service of our 
country, and I sincerely thank you in be
half of myself, Captain Sigsbee, the offi
cers and crew of the good old ship, the 
Texas. 

I forwarded your communication to 
Captain Sigsbee. He has orders from 
Washington to leave Galveston by the 
17th inst., but considering the honor con
ferred upon the good ship, officers and 
?rew, he has wired the department ask
mg an extension of time, in order that 
he may be able to accept. Appreciating 
the grea~ "!iono~· conferre~ upon me by 
your . distmgmshed Legislature, and 
knowmg that duty compels me to return 
to. New York direct, I am, gentlemen, 
with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. w. PHILIP, 

Commodore U. S. Navy. 

U. S. S. TEXAS, FIRST RATE, 

Galveston, Texas, Feb. 15, 1899. 
Senator J. B. Dibrell, Representative D. 

G. Wooten and Committee Associates, 
Austin, Temas. 
GENTLEMEN: In view of the festivi

ties prepared for the Texas at this place, 
of the ceremonies attending the presenta
tion of a sword to Commodore John W. 
Phillip, U.S. Navy, and of the announced 
visit of the Governor of the State and of 
the members of the Legislature to Gal
veston and to the Texas, I have been com
pelled to telegraph to your committees, 
jointly, my inability to accept for myself, 
officers and crew, the reception prepared 
for us by the J,egislature of the State. 

According to official orders which I 
have received, it will be necessary for the 
Texas to be at Havana and completely 
coaled, at a date not sufficiently remote 
to insure certainty of compliance if the 
contemplated vi.sit to Austin is made. 

I have received a copy of the concur
rent resolutions of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, tendering us the in
vitation. I beg to exEress for myself, 
officers and crew our liigh appreciation 
of the honor done us by the action of the 
Legislature, which is, in. effect, an offer 
of marked courtesy from the whole peo
ple of the State of Texas. 

It is requested that your committees 
will present our thanks and appreciation 
to the two chambers of the Legislature 
and make known to them the reasons 
which have compelled me to decline the 
proposed honor, not forgetting to explain 
that the itinerary of the squadron which 
we are to join at Havana might suffer 
serious interference should the Texas be 
delayed in her movements. 

Weather permitting the crossing of the 
Galveston bar, I shall feel it necessary to 
leave for Havana on the evening of Feb
ruary 16th or the morning of February 
17th. 

With the utmost good will from all of 
us, I am, gentlemen, with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) C. D. SIGSBEE, 

Captain, U. S. Navy. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

By Senator Kerr : , 
·whereas, the Senate havin~ accepted 

the invitation of the citizens of Galves
ton to be present on the occasion of the 
sword and bible presentation to Commo
dore Philip, and to visit the battleship 
Texas, and the government fortifications 
situated on the island, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate adopts this 
method of acknowledging the many cour.
tesies received from the good citizens of 
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Galveston and from the officers and men 
of the Texas, and especially to the :-lec
retary of \Var for the extraordinarv 
courtesy in granting a special permit to 
the Twenty-sixth Legislature to enter 
and inspect the forts, and for the great 
honor conferred in firing the splendid 
ten inch gun on this occasion. 

Adopted. 

By Senator :Morriss: 
Senate bill No. 166, A bill to be enti

tled "An Act to amend Article 713, of 
Chapter 11, Title XXI, of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, and 
to add Article 7 l 3a to said Chapter 11. 
Title XXI, of said Revised Civil Stat
utes of the State of Texas, relating to 
the purposes for which private corpora
tions may be created." 

Read first time, and referred to .Judi
ciary Committee No. 1. 

By Senator Greer: 
Senate bill No. 167, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 788, of Chap
ter 3. Title XVII, of the Penal Code of 
the State of Texas, adopted at the Reg
ular Session of the Twenty-fourth Leg
islature, 1891l, so as .to define the offense 
of using animals without the consent of 
the owner and to prescribe tne penalty 
therefor." 

Read first time. and referred to Judi
ciary Committee No. 2. 

By Sena tor Greer: 
Senate bill No. 168, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 37 44, of the 
Revised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas of 1895, relating to the hiring out 
of convicts." 

Read first time, and referred to Judi
ciary Committee No. 1. 

By Sena.tor Grinnan: 
Senate bill No. 169, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act relating to taking depositions 
of witnesses in suits." 

Read first time, and referred to Judi
ciary Committee No. 1. 

By Senator Grinnan: 

to be written. either for himself or for 
another, any contract or policy of in
surance in an)· insuranee company not 
authorized to do business in this State, 
liable to the State for the same taxes 
and penalties, general and special. State, 
county and municipal, as insuranee com
panies that have been legally qualified 
and admited to do business in this State 
by agents or otherwise, and prescribing 
method of collecting such tax, and fixing 
penalty for non-eompliance with terms 
and conditions of this act." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Insurance, Statistics and His
tory. 

By Sena tor Odell (at request of Sen
ator Miller) : 

Senate hill No. 172, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to create the office of Purchas
ing Agent for the various eleemosynary 
institutions of the State of Texas: to de
fine his duties. term of office, mode of 
qualification and compensation; to abol
ish the office or position of steward, 
quartermaster or other similar position 
in said institutions: to require all sup
plies to be purchased by said agent under 
competitive bids or contracts; to pro
vide for the appointment of store-keepers 
or aC'countants in said institutions and 
define the duties thereof; to make an ap
propriation for the salary of said pur
chasing agent: to provide for the ap
pointment of two clerks for said agent; 
to make an appropriation for their sal
aries, and to repeal all laws in conflict 
"'ith this act." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on State Affairs. 

By Senator Lloyd: 
Senate bill No-. 173. A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 3964, Chapter 
16, of the laws passed at the Special Ses
sion of the Twenty-fifth Legislature, pro
viding that colored trustees shall be ap
pointed to take the scholastic censrn1 of 
the colored race, and white trustees shall 
be appointed to take the scholastic cen
sus of the white race." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Education. 

Senate bul No. 170, A bill to be entitled 
"An AC't relating to county, city and 
town bonds: to provide for refunding, 
paying and excha.nging the same: to By Senators Goss and Gough: 
issue new bonds for such purposes, and Senate bill No. 17 4, A hill to be entitled 
to regulate the sale or exchange thereof." "An Act to define unlawful intercourse, 

Read first time, and referred to Judi· ;rnd to provide a penalty therefor." 
ciary Committee No. 1. Read first time. and referred to Judi-

By Senator McGee: C'iary Committee No. 2. 
Senate bill No. 171. A bill to be entitled B\• Senator Goss: 

"An Act to amend Articles 3094 and Senate bill No. 17i). A bill to be entitled 
3095. Chapter 3, of Title LVIII, of the "An AC't to amend Section 1 of 'An Act to 
Revised Statutes of the State of Texas, regulate and limit the expenditure of 
making any person or persons, company, State, count)' and local public school 
co-partnership or corporation who shall \ funds. and regulate t.reasurers1 reports 
make or cause' to be made, write or cause therrof,' approved .Tune 23, 18!l7." 
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Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Education. 

By Senator Davidson: 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 5, Amend

ing Article 6, Section 2, of the Coi:istitu
tion of the State of Texas, relatmg to 
suffrage. 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Constitutional Amendments. 

Call concluded. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE. 

Austin, February 16, 1899. 
To the Senate and House of Represen

tatives. 
I have to herewith transmit copies of 

communications from the Superintendent 
and the Commissioners of Penitentiaries 
in reference to the destruction of certain 
buildings at ,the Huntsville penitentiary. 

It is very gratifying to know that the 
prison discipline is so complete in every 
respect and that the officers and employes 
in charge of the penitentiary maintained 
such efficient control under the trying 
circumstances. 

JOSEPH D. SAYERS, 
Governor. 

(Copy.) 

Huntsville, Texas, Feb. 13, 1899. 
Governor Jos. D. Sa.yers, Austin, Texas. 

DEAR SIR: This to confirm my tele
gram of this morning advising you of the 
destruction by fire of the cell and ad
ministration buildings of the Huntsville 
prison. Matters are yet somewhat in 
confusion, but facts, as near as can be 
ascertained, are as follows: 

The alari:n of fire sounded at 5: 45 this 
a. m. disclosed the fact that the ceiling 
and roof of the school building was in 
flames. This building was located near 
the northeast corner of the prison yard 
and stood between what was known as 
the east cell building and the hospital. 
The fire made its wav to the former 
building and destroyed. that as well as 
the administration buildmg and west 
cell building. Owing to the intense and 
unusual cold-the thermometer ranging 
about zero-it was found that water con
nections above ground were frozen and 
had to be thawed out before water could 
be used. Had it not been for the severe 
cold, the fire could have been checked be
fore any great damage resulted. 

Owing to the presence and coolness of 
Captain Smither, Assistant Superinten
dent, to whom much credit is due, and 
the prompt response of the under officers 
and guards, order prevailed and the men 
were marched from the buildings and 
lined up in the prison yard, kept under 

perfect control, breakfasted within thirty 
minutes of the regular meal time, and at 
present writing are at work as usual in 
factories and elsewhere. . 

The loss to the State cannot be ac
curately determined at this time, though 
roughly estimated, I believe it will 
amount to less than $30,000.00, and it is 
my opinion that the buildings can be re
placed almost entirely by convict labor. 

The Penitentiary Board is to meet here 
Wednesday next, at which time they will 
no doubt take the necessary steps for re
building. 

The comfort and safe-keeping of the 
convicts will have the most careful at
tention, and you will be kept fully in
formed from time to time of existing eon
ditions. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) J. S. RICE, 

Superintendent. 

(Copy.) 

Huntsville, Texas, Feb. 15, 1899. 
To His Excellency, Governor Joseph D. 

Sayers, .Aiistin, Texas. 
Sm: We have the honor to submit 

the following report of the fire which oc
curred on the morning of February 13, 
at the Huntsville prison. 

Agreeable to your telegraphic request 
of the 13th inst., we went at once to 
Huntsville, and proceeded immediately 
after arriving there to make a thorough 
examination of the buildings partly de
stroyed by fire, and the closest inquiry 
into the cause of same. After hearing 
the testimony of the officers and guards 
who were on duty at the time that the 
fire was discovered, we are fully con
vinced tha.t it originated from a defective 
flue in the east wall of the school build
ing, which was being used at the time as 
cells for sleeping convicts, and where for 
more than forty-eight hours very hot 
fires had been kept, as well as in other 
buildings, looking to the comfort of the 
convicts and to protect them from the in
tense cold. It is our opinion that the 
progress of the fire could and would have 
been checked readily had it not been for 
the fact that, notwithsta:nding that pre
cautions had been taken. to keep all boil
ers steamed up to prevent freezing, the 
hydrants and pipes exposed in the prison 
yard could not be protected from the un
usually cold weather, and were frozen, 
and had to be thawed before they could 
be used. We are clearly convinced that 
the fire originated from a defective flue, 
and was first discovered between the ceil
ing and roof at a point out of reach of 
all prisoners, hence could not in reason 
be considered incendiary. 
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We consider that the fire was purely "An Act to create and maintain a more 
accidental, and that no blame attaches efficient public road system for Cass 
to the officers, under-officers or guards. county." 

Since the fire, and at the present time, Pending action, on motion of Senator 
convicts are being securely held at night Potter the special order was suspended 
in the chapel building and hospital, and to take up, on second reading, 
made comfortable. House bill No. 364, A bill to be entitled 

The factories have been operated unin- "An Act to create and authorize the ap-
terruptedly. . pointment of a commission to ascertain 

A temporary roof has been placed on and report to the Governor, as early as 
the west cell building, and by the after- possible, the amount of land surveyed 
noon of the 16th inst., that building will and set apart to the public free schools, 
be in readiness for occupancy. the amount of land surveyed and set 

We estimate the loss roughly at say apart for other purposes, since the adop
twenty-four thousand seven hundred and tion of the Constitution, April 18, 1876, 
twenty dollars ($24,720). In arriving the aggregate amount of land belonging 
at this estimate, we have had the opinion to the State of Texas at the time of the 
of a competent architect, who has been a.doption of the Constitution, and the 
engaged to supervise the repair work amount of land now owned by the State 
which ';Ve have directed the officers to pro- of Texas, defining theff duties and pow
ceed w1.th at once, and complete as soon ers, providing for their payment, appro
as possible. . . . · . , priating three thousand hve hundred dol-

A!ter exanuna~10n rnto the financial Jars to defray the expenses of the sai;ill, 
affaus of the pnson system, ~ve. recom- and declaring an emergency," action 
mend that. you urge ~pon the Legislature being on the substitute therefor by Sen
the necessity of makmg the usual annual ate committee towit: 
appropriation, and ~f that be done the Substitute House uill No. 364 (by Sen-
funds now at the disposal of the b~ard ate committee), 
and officers should be ampl~ 11:nd sufficient A bill to be entitled "An Act empower· 
to bear the cost of rebmldmg and for . ti G f the '-'tate of Texas · · · 1 · 1ncr ie overnor o "' · , ~amtenance without a specia appropna- t ~ ther with the Commissioner of the 
tion for that purpose. ~.,,e Offi f 'd t t 

W f 1 tl t "t · d t t ll General Land ce o sa1 ;::; ate, o em-
.e ee i:i- i 18 our u Y 0 ca ploy four additional clerks, or so many 

spfetchial a~tentiondto _the t~rd~r~y co~d~~! thereof as may be necessary, to tabulate 
o e prisoners urmg ~ I e, an the account in the General Land Office 
perfect control under which they were b t th St t f Texas and the per
held by the officers and guards, to whom e ween e a e 0 . . f . 
much credit is due, and in our opinion manent sc~ool fund, an-. prov1drng o1 

· l t" h uld be made of Cap- the ascertarnment of the amount of pub-
sp~cia men 10n .s 0 

• . lie domain of the State of Texas at the 
tam Jas. G. Sm1the_r, Assistant Superm- t' f th d t" of the Constitution 
tendent and Captam Jeff Kelly, under- ime 0 e a op wn . h 
k ' d N" ht s t J hn Jar of 1870, and what has been done wit 
d~eper, han ig. ertgeal n T.ho guards- same and showing the present condition 

ine w o were in con ro . e ' h St t f T 
who' res onded to the alarm promptly, of the account between t e a e o e:cas 
having b~en forced to leave their clothing and thf \r·rm:i-~e~t 

1 
sc~ood tu;de~!sow~~~ 

and personal effects, S'hould be reim- out ? ie1r Jorn _an. e m er. ;, 
bursed for their losses. mak_rng an appropn~t10n therefor .. 

The absence of Wm. Clemens from this Bil~ read second time, and committee 
meeting of the Board is due to his illness. substitute adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, Bill as sub~tituted _ordered engrossed. 

( S . d) · S M F ( _. assed to third readrng.) 
igne . . RY, . S to p tte th 

JNo. B. PEYTON, . On motion of en~ . r ~ r, e con-
Penitentiary Commissioners. stitutional rule reqmrrng bills to be read 

on three several days was suspended, and 
the bill put upon its thir~ reading and 
final passage by the followmg vote: 

RECOMMITTED. 

On motion of Senator Dibrell, Substi
tute House bill No. 265, (see committee 
report supra) which was adversely re
ported this morning, was recommitted to 
Judiciary Committee No. 1. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
third reading, special order 

Senate bill No. 47, A bill to be entitled 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 

Yeas-21. 

James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 
Morriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
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Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 

Turney. 

Han~er. 
Lew ts. 
Linn. 
Miller. 

Terrell. 
Wayland. 

Absent. 

Yantis. 

. .\ b,.ent-Excusf'<I. 

Neal. 
Ross. 
Stone. 
Yett. 

, McGee. 
t Morriss. 
: Odell. 
1 Patter!IOn. 
Potter. 

I 
'.Turney . 

Sebastian. 
Stalford. 
Terrell. 
Wayland. 

Absent. 

Yantis. 

.\ b><ent-Excused. 

i Han¥er. Neal. 
1 Lewis. Ross. 
'. Linn. Yett. 

Bill read third time. nnd pa,.><<'d hy the 
1 

Miller. Stone. 
following Yote: · B"ll l th" d t" d ---' b th 1 reR£ tr nne, Rn pas....-... y e 

YC'as-21. followinl! vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Gou. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
. James. 
• Johnson. 
Kerr. 

Turney. 

Hirn~er. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 
Xeal. 

Lloyd. 
McGee. 
~forriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Terrell . 
Wayland . 

~\bsent. 

Yantis. 

. \ IJ,.C'nt-Exeused. 

Hos;;. 
Stone. 
Yett. 

Al'tion rC'1·11rri111? to ... peciul order ( vide 
. ~flfll"U) , 

On mot ion of St>nator Stalford the 
;;anie wa;; susp<'ndPd to take up. on ><ec
ond reading-. 
~nate bill Xn. 1-t!l .. \ hill to be entitled 

"An . .\<>t to extC'nd tlJC' time until the 
Iii ,.t dn\· of ,Jnnunn·. 1!102, in which the 
affairs ·of the Frnrico-Texan Land Com· 
puny. a defun..t pri,·ate corporation. may 
he admini,.tRr .. tl 11111! wmmrl up by the 
J>ist ril"t Court of Pa rkt•r £'OUntv, Texa.<i, 
in e1u~;"'" Xo. :1:m;,, now pt>ndin~ in !<Rid 
£'OU rt. 

Bill rPiul !W<'OIHI l inw. aml ordt•red en
,111·0,.<1ed. 

On motion of St>nntor Stafford, the £'Oil· 
.. titutionnl rulr requirini:r hill,. to he read 
on thrl'f' ;;pvrral day,. wa,. ,.11,.pended. nnd 
tlw bill 1111t upon it,. third rra1lin,11 and 
tlnnl pn•'<llJ!P h~· thr followinJ! vntr: 

Atlee. 
Burn11. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Gou. 
<:ough. 

Yra,,o-21. 

Greer. 
Grinnan. 
. Tames. 
. lohnson. 
Kerr. 
Lloyd. 

1 Atlee. 
, Burns. 
'Davidson. 
' Dibrell. 
Voss. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 

i Turney. 

Hanger. 
Lewi>1. 
Linn. 
Miller . 

Yeas-21. 

Lloyd. 
.McGee. 
~lorriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stalford. 
Terrell. 
Wayland. 

Absent . 

Yantis. 

Absent-Excused. 

Neal. 
Ross. 
Stone. 
Yett. 

On motion of Senator Wayla.nd the 
special order was further postponed to 
take up, on second reading, 

Senate bill No. 13i, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 5li2, of the 
Revised Civil Statute!'! of the State of 
Texas, relating to the commissions of 
tax collectors." 

Bill read !<(>(•ond timr. and ordered en
gros11ed. 

On motion of Senator Wayland, the 
l'Onstitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read Oil three ;ie,·eral days was suspend
ed. and the bill put upon its third read
in~ and final pa,.Rage by the follo\ving 
\'O(e: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 

·Gough. 
: Greer. 
1 Grinnan. 
· .Jnme<. 
: .Johnson. 

Yea,.-20. 

Kerr. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 
Morriss. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Seba11tia11 . 
Rtalford . 
TPrrPll. 
\\'atyl1rnd. 
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Odell. 

Turney. 

Hanger. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 
:Miller. 

Nays-I. 

Absent. 

Yantis. 

Absent-Excused. 

Neal. 
Ross. 
Stone. 
Yett. 

Bill read third time, and passed by the 
following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
.Tames. 
Johnson. 

Odell. 

Turney. 

Hanger. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 
Miller. 

Yeas-20. 

Kerr. 
Lloyd. 
McGee. 
Morriss. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Terrell. 
Wayland. 

Nays--:-1. 

Absent. 

Yantis. 

Absent-Excused. 

Neal. 
Ross. 
Stone. 
Yett. 

On motion of Senator Atlee, the spe
cial order was again suspended to take 
up, on second reading, 

House bill No. 353, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to provide for the removal of 
the remains of the late W. A. A. Wallace, 
familiarly known as 'Big Foot' Wallace, 
from Frio county, and for their inter
ment in the State cemetery at Austin, 
and making the necessary appropriation 
therefor." 
. Bill read i:;econd time, and passed to a 

third reading. 
On motion of Senator Atlee, the con

stitutional rule requiring bills to be read 
<>n three several days was suspended, and 
the bill put upon its third reading and 
final passage by the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 

·Gough. 
Greer. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 

Yeas-18. 

Lloyd. 
McGee. 
Morriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
\"'a y land. 

Goss. 
Grinnan. 

Turney. 

Hanger. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 
Miller. 

Nays-3. 
Terrell. 

Absent. 

Yantis. 
Absent-Excused. 

Neal. 
Ross. 
Stone. 
Yett. 

Bill. read thir~ time, and pa;;sed. 
Ac~1on recurring to special order, Sen

ate b~ll No .. 47 (vide caption supra), the 
quest10n bemg on the adoption of Senator 
Burns' amendment thereto, towit: 

"Amend by striking out the enacting 
clause." 

Senator Burns withdrew his amend
ment. 

On motion of Senator Morriss further 
consideration of the bill was p~stponed 
and the bill made special order for Mon'. 
day next after call. 

By unanimous consent, Senator Atlee 
sent up the following 

RESOLUTION. 

Resolved, That the use of the Senate 
chamber be tendered to the Daughters of 
the Republic for the occasion of their an
niversary exercises, celebrating Inde
pendence Day on the evening of the 
2nd day of March, 1899. 

Adopted. 

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 2. 

. The Chair laid before the Senate spe
crnJ order (No. 2), on second reading, 

Senate bill No. 62, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to am~nd subdivision 4, of Ar
ticle 3050, of Chapter 2, Title LVIII, of 
the Revised Civil Statutes of the State 
of Texas, requiring the calculations of 
net value of life and health insurance 
policies in this State to be based upon 
the American Experience Table of Mor· 
tality and four per cent. interest per an
num." 

Bill read second time, and ordered en
grossed by the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Dibrell. 
Gough. 
James. 
.John,.on. 
Lloyd. 

Davidson. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 

Yeas-13. 
l\IcGee. 
Morris,;. 
Potter~ 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
\Vayland. 

Nays-8. 

Kerr. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Terrell. 
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Turney. 

Hanger. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 
Miller. 

Absent. 
Yantis. 

Absent-Excused. 

Neal. 
Ross. 
Stone. 
Yett. 

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 3. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, spe
cial order (No. 3), being, 

Substitute Senate bill No. 17, A bill to 
be entitled "An Act requiring claimant 
of the title to land under the statute of 
limitation of ten ye;;i,rs, having no writ
ten memorandum of title of record, to re
cord a declaration of his claim; and pro
viding what said declaration shall con
tain; and defining the rights of innocent 
purchasers of land so claimed; and fur
ther providfog compensation to the clerks 
for recording same," consideration of 
which, 

On motion of Senator Dibrell, was sus
pended to take up, on second reading, 

Senate bill No. 105, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Articles 4786 and 
4788, of Title VII, Chapter 7, of the Re
vised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas, relating to election for road 
taxes." 

Bill read second time, and ordered en
grossed. 

Action recurred on special order, Sub
stitute Senate bill No. 17 (vide caption 
supra), question being on engrossment. 

Bv Sena tor Greer: 
"Amend, on page 3, line 24, by strik

ing out the word 'to' and inserting the 
word 'of.'" 

Adopted. 
By Senator Greer: 
"Amend the bill by adding Section 3, 

to read as ~ollows: 
"'The fact that titles to land are left 

unsettled by reason of there being no re
quiring the registration of a title ac
quired by the ten year statute of limita
tion creates an emergency and an imper
ative public necessity for the suspension 
of the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days in each 
house, and it is so suspended, and that 
this act go into force and effect from and 
after its passage, and it is so enacted.' " 

Adopted. 
By Sena tor Terrell : 
"Amend Section 2 by adding the fol

lowing: 'Provided further, that all per
sons who have heretofore occupied or en
c~osed and lands continuously for a pe
riod of ten years, using and claiming the 
same adversely, shall have good and per-

feet title to the same whenever the fore
going provisions of this act is complied 
with. All laws and parts of laws in con
flict herewith are hereby repealed.' " 

Lost. 
By Senator Odell: 

. "Strike out in lines 28, 29 and 30, Sec
tion 2, page 3, the following: 'However, 
this act shall in no manner be construed 
to affect the rights of such claimant ex
cept as to innocent purchasers and cred
itors.'" 

Adopted. 
Bill as amended ordered engrossed. 
On motion of Senator Greer, the con

stitutional rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days was suspended, and 
the bill put upon its third reading and 
final passage by the following vote: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Gough. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
James. 
Johnson. 

Goss. 
Lloyd. 

Turney. 

Hanger. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 
Miller. 

Yeas-18. 

Kerr. 
McGee. 
Morriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Wayland. 

Nays-3. 

Terrell. 

Absent. 

Yantis. 

Absent-Excused. 

Neal. 
Ross. 
Stone. 
Yett. 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The Chair announced the death on yes
terday in this city of B. M. Vanderhurst, 
late reporter of the Galveston and Dal
las Daily News, and that the funeral 
would take place at 2:30 p. m., today, 
from the family residence, 502 East 
Tenth street, and that the Senate and 
employes .were invit~d to attend. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

The Chair announced the following 
special committee, on part of the Senate, 
to visit the State Reformatory and re
port thereon, in pursuance of House Con
current Resolution No. 21, towit: Sen
ators Davidson and Wayland. 

On motion of Senator Grinnan, the 
regular order of business was suspended 
to take up, on third reading, 
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Senate bill No. 78, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to validate Patent No. 146, Vol
ume 15, issued to A. J. Gray, to 426 acres 
of land in Comanche county, Texas.". 

Bill read third time, and passed. 

HOUSE MESSAGE. 

The following message was received 
from the House: 

Hall of the House of Representatives. 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 18, 1899. 

Hon. Jas. N. Browning, President of the 
Senate. 
I am directed by the House to inform 

the Senate of the passage of the follow
ing bills: 

House bill No. 145, "An Act to provide 
for the destruction of prairie dogs, and 
fix a penalty against persons who fail or 
refuse to exterminate the prairie dogs 
on the lands owned or leased by them;" 

Also House bill No. 58, "An Act to 
amend Article 3820, Title LXXXV, of the 
Revised Statutes of the State of Texas, 
prescribing certain qualifications for the 
office of Public Buildings and Grounds." 

Respectfully, 
LEE J. ROUNTREE, 

Chief Clerk House of Representatives. 

IN SENATE. 

The above reported House bills were 
read first time and referred as follows: 

House bill No. 145 to Judiciary Com
mittee No. 2. 

House bill No .. 58 to Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By unanimous consent, Senator Goss 
sent up the following 

RESOLUTION. 

Resolved, That a committee of three 
Senators be appointed by the President 
of the Senate to visit the Sam Houston 
Normal Institute, the State University 
at Austin, and the Prairie View Normal 
and Agricultural and Mechanical Col
lege, and make such report as they may 
deem advisable on the condition of said 
institutions, and that their expenses be 
paid out of the contingent fund. 

Adopted. 

REGULAR ORDER. 

Southern Kansas Railway Company of 
Texas, as a part of its own line, with 
the right to extend the same, and to con
struct branches therefrom, by amend
ment of its charter, under the General 
Laws of the State of Texas." 

Pending action, on motion of Senator 
Wayland, the Senate adjourned to 10 a. 
m., Monday. 

TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Monday, Feb. 20, 1899._ 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant-Governor Browning in the 

Chair. 
Roll called. Quorum present, the fol

lowing members answering to their 
names: 

Atlee. 
Burns. 
Davidson. 
Dibrell. 
Goss. 
Greer. 
Grinnan. 
James. 
Johnson. 
Kerr. 
Lewis. 
Linn. 

Gough. 
Neal. 
Stone. 

Hanger. 

Lloyd. 
McGee. 
Miller. 
Morriss. 
Odell. 
Patterson. 
Potter. 
Ross. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
'1errell. 
Wayland. 

Absent. 

Turney. 
Yantis. 
Yett. 

Absent-Excused. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Den
son. 

Pending the reading of the Journal of 
yesterday, 

On motion of Senator Kerr, the same 
was dispensed with. 

INVIT .A TION. 

The Chair had the following read: 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 20, 1899. 

To the Honorable Members of the Senate, 
Twenty-sixth Legislature. 
GENTLEMEN: You are cordially hi

vited to attend a celebration in honor of 
Washington and the heroes of the South, 
to be given in the auditorium of the Uni-

The Chair laid before the Senate, on versity of Texas, tomorrow evening the 
second reading, 21st, under the auspices of the Charles 

House bill No. 123, A bill to be entitled Broadway Rouss Camp of Sons of Con
"An Act to authorize the Southern Kan- federate Veterans. 
sas Railway Company of Texas to pur- Addresses will be made by Dr. George 
chase the Panhandl€ Railway, and to op- I Bruce Halsted and the Hon. L. T. 
erate the same under the charter of the Dashiell. 


